Evaluation Criteria for Engineering Documents: Style and Form

Criteria for Style


Structure 
Language 
Illustration 



Organization (CSW,
 pp. 16-51)
Targeting of audience (110-118) 
Choice (146-157)





Imprecision (73-81)
Design (158-161)

Support for assertions (33-37)

Tonal problem (97-101)




Clarity of sentences (83-109)
Introduction (161-164)

Depth of evidence (59-63)

Ambiguity (90-96)
Explanation (164-167)



Needless complexity (83-90)


Emphasis of results (63-71)
Sentence transitions (128-145)
Captioning (161-164)



Too little sentence variety (129-137)
Labeling (161-164)

Section transitions (53-59)

Too much passive voice (104-109)
Placement  (164-167)



Discontinuities (137-145)

Criteria for Form


Format 
Mechanics (writing.eng.vt.edu/exercises) 


Typography (222-226)
Run-on/Fragment (258-259)
 



Faulty parallelism (259)

Placement of headings
Pronoun error (93-94)



Punctuation error (261-266)


Placement of page numbers
Verb error (259-261)




Wrong word (268-272)



Grading Symbols

amb
ambiguity (90-96)
rw?
right word? (73-78)

tone
tonal problem (97-101)
string
noun string (85-86)

pret
pretentious word (98-99)
red
redundancy (119-122)

>---<
discontinuity (137-145)
WW
usage error (Appendix B)

RO
run-on or comma splice (258)
FRAG
sentence fragment

sp
misspelling
typo
typographical error

SV
subject-verb disagreement (259-260)
tense
verb tense error (261)

ll
faulty parallelism (39, 259)
MM
misplaced modifier (92, 93)

ref?
unclear pronoun reference (93-94)
poss
possessive error (271)

� The Craft of Scientific Writing, 3rd ed. (New York: Springer, 1996), available in Engineering Library





